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Better Care Fund 2020-21 Year-end Template
1. Guidance

Overview

This template is for Health and Wellbeing Boards (HWBs) to provide end of year reporting on their Better Care Fund (BCF) plans. The template should be 

submitted to the BCF team by 24 May 2021. Since BCF plans were not collected in 2020-21, the end of year reporting will collect information and data on 

scheme level expenditure that would normally be collected during planning. This is to provide effective accountability for the funding, information and input 

for national partners and into national datasets.

Throughout the template, cells which are open for input have a yellow background and those that are pre-populated have a grey background, as below:

Data needs inputting in the cell

Pre-populated cells

Note on viewing the sheets optimally

For an optimal view each of the sheets and in particular the drop down lists clearly on screen, please change the zoom level to between 90% - 100%. Most 

drop downs are also available to view as lists within the relevant sheet or in the guidance sheet for readability if required.

The details of each sheet within the template are outlined below.

Checklist (all sheets)

1. On each sheet, there is a section that helps identify the data fields that have not been completed. All fields that appear as incomplete should be complete 

before sending to the BCF team.

2. The checker column will appear 'Red' and contain the word 'No' if the information has not been completed. Once completed the checker column will 

change to 'Green' and contain the word 'Yes'.

3. The 'sheet completed' cell will update when all 'checker' values for the sheet are 'Green' containing the word 'Yes'.

4. Once the checker column contains all cells marked 'Yes' the 'Incomplete Template' cell (below the title) will change to 'Complete'.

5. Please ensure that all boxes on the checklist tab are green before submission.

 Cover

1. The cover sheet provides essential information on: the area for which the template is being completed; contacts; and sign off.

2. 'Question completion' tracks the number of questions that have been completed. When all the questions in each section of the template have been 

completed the cell will turn green. Only when all cells are green should the template be sent to england.bettercarefundteam@nhs.net

3. Please note that in line with fair processing of personal data we request email addresses for individuals completing the reporting template in order to 

communicate with and resolve any issues arising during the reporting cycle. We remove these addresses from the supplied templates when they are collated 

and delete them when they are no longer needed. 

 National Conditions

This section requires the Health & Wellbeing Board to confirm whether the four national conditions detailed in the Better Care Fund planning requirements 

for 2020-21 (link below) continue to be met through the year, at the time of the template's sign off.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/better-care-fund-policy-statement-2020-to-2021/better-care-fund-policy-statement-2020-to-2021

This sheet sets out the four conditions and requires the HWB to confirm 'Yes' or 'No' that these continue to be met. Should 'No' be selected, please provide 

an explanation as to why the condition was not met during the year and how this is being addressed. Please note that where a national condition is not 

being met, the HWB is expected to contact their Better Care Manager in the first instance.

The four national conditions are as below:

- National condition 1: Plans covering all mandatory funding contributions have been agreed by HWB areas and minimum contributions are pooled in a 

section 75 agreement (an agreement made under section 75 of the NHS Act 2006).

- National condition 2: The contribution to social care from the CCG via the BCF is agreed and meets or exceeds the minimum expectation.

- National condition 3: Spend on CCG commissioned out of hospital services meets or exceeds the minimum ringfence.

- National condition 4: The CCG and LA have confirmed compliance with these conditions to the HWB.

 Income and Expenditure Actuals

The Better Care Fund 2020-21 pool constitutes mandatory funding sources and any voluntary additional pooling from LAs (Local Authorities) and CCGs. The 

mandatory funding sources are the Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG), the improved Better Care Fund (iBCF) grant, and the minimum CCG contribution.

 

Income section:

- Please confirm the total HWB level actual BCF pooled income for 2020-21. Please include income from additional CCG and LA contributions in 2020-21 in 

the yellow boxes provided.

- Please provide any comments that may be useful for local context for the reported actual income in 2020-21.

Expenditure section:

- Please enter the total HWB level actual BCF expenditure for 2020-21 in the yellow box provided.

- Please share any comments that may provide a useful local context to the reported actual expenditure in 2020-21.

 Year End Feedback

This section provide an opportunity to feedback on delivering the BCF in 2020-21 through a set of survey questions which are, overall, consistent with those 

from previous years.

The purpose of this survey is to provide an opportunity for local areas to consider and give feedback on the impact of the BCF.  Covid-19 had a significant 

impact on services and schemes delivered on the ground which may have changed the context.  However, national BCF partners would value and appreciate 

local area feedback to understand views and reflections of the progress and challenges faced during 2020-21. 

There is a total of 5 questions. These are set out below.

Delivery of the Better Care Fund

There are a total of 3 questions in this section. Each is set out as a statement, for which you are asked to select one of the following responses:

- Strongly Agree

- Agree

- Neither Agree Nor Disagree

- Disagree

- Strongly Disagree

The questions are:

1. The overall delivery of the BCF has improved joint working between health and social care in our locality

2. Our BCF schemes were implemented as planned in 2020-21

3. The delivery of our BCF plan in 2020-21 had a positive impact on the integration of health and social care in our locality

Part - Successes and Challenges

This part of the survey utilises the SCIE (Social Care Institute for Excellence) Integration Logic Model published on this link below to capture two key 

challenges and successes against the 'Enablers for integration' expressed in the Logic Model.

4. Outline two key successes observed toward driving the enablers for integration (expressed in SCIE’s logic model) in 2020-21.

5. Outline two key challenges observed toward driving the enablers for integration (expressed in SCIE’s logic model) in 2020-21? 

As noted above, these are free text responses to be assigned to one of the following categories from the SCIE Integration Logic Model - Enablers summarised 

below. Please see link below for fuller details:

SCIE - Integrated care Logic Model

1. Local contextual factors (e.g. financial health, funding arrangements, demographics, urban vs rural factors)

2. Strong, system-wide governance and systems leadership

3. Integrated electronic records and sharing across the system with service users

4. Empowering users to have choice and control through an asset based approach, shared decision making and co-production

5. Integrated workforce: joint approach to training and upskilling of workforce

6. Good quality and sustainable provider market that can meet demand

7. Joined-up regulatory approach

8. Pooled or aligned resources

9. Joint commissioning of health and social care

Social care fees

This section collects data on average fees paid by the local authority for social care. This is similar to data collected in Q2 reporting in previous years.  

The questions have been updated for 2020-21 to distinguish long term fee rates from temporary uplifts related to the additional costs and pressures on care 

providers resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic

Specific guidance on individual questions can be found on the relevant tab.

CCG-HWB Mapping

The final sheet provides details of the CCG - HWB mapping used to calculate contributions to Health and Wellbeing Board level.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/better-care-fund-policy-statement-2020-to-2021/better-care-fund-policy-statement-2020-to-2021
https://www.scie.org.uk/integrated-health-social-care/measuring-progress/logic-model

